





“Many of our top competitors at Chester
Race Week will stick around for the Bluenose
classic weekend, as they are both big boat
sailors and one-design competitors who have
spent a lifetime sailing the sloops,” Finlay said.

Ted Derivian is an American who moved
to Nova Scotia with his wife Joan five years
ago. The couple left the corporate world of
New York City to start a bed and breakfast
in Lunenburg. They recently sold the B&B
because, like many in the region, their passion
has become boatbuilding and restoration as well
as cruising and sailing around Mahone Bay.
Derivian owns Transom Boat Works and is cur-
rently restoring two original Bluenose sloops.

“What is great about this boat is it is a
plank-on, steam-bent frame design whose hull
shape and weight are adhered to by the modern,
fiberglass designs, so the boats are competitive
against each other,” said Derivian. “As a day-
sailer or a racer, the Bluenose sloop is a nice,
easy boat to sail on. The design was such that
when the boats were built it would be fairly
straightforward and enable people to afford to
keep them racing, which indeed they have.”

One of the most noticeable aspects of sail-
ing around Mahone Bay is the number of
quiet, sparsely populated islands. However, for
every pristine island, the threat of develop-

ment does loom as many wealthy individuals
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are building second homes in Nova Scotia,
and are drawn to Mahone Bay. For sailors,
however, much of Nova Scotia today is what
the coast of Maine was like 20 or 25 years
ago. There are not a lot of highly congested
tourist areas and even in Lunenburg, one of
the most popular tourist destinations in the
province, one can still find a parking spot
downtown in the middle of August.

“When we were first dating we were looking
for something different to do for New Year’s
Eve,” said Joan. “Ted found a sailing race in
Nova Scotia taking place on New Year’s Day.
We came up to do the race, and fell in love
with the area. Yes, even in the dead of winter.”

As a resident who ran a bed and breakfast for
five years, Joan admits that with shops closed on
Sunday and one grocery store in town she has
her challenges as an innkeeper.

“Some Saturdays the supermarket in town
runs out of eggs. Or there are no boneless
skinless chicken breasts because the delivery
to the store was short,” she said. “But when-
ever I get a little frustrated, I call up Billy, our
lobster fisherman friend and tell him I need
four lobsters. He tells me he’s coming in to
the dock at 3, and I should bring a bag. You
can’t do that in New York City.”

Not only is the Mahone Bay region a

great destination for sailors, but it played a

part in a competition that once eclipsed the
America’s Cup for its renown and populari-
ty—the International Fishermen’s Cup. The
original races ran between 1920 and 1938
and were primarily between Nova Scotians
and Gloucester fishermen. Schooners were
built for speed and racing and now the seed
is being planted for a revival of this beloved
contest as the region prepares to lay the
keel for Bluenose IV (see “The return of
Bluenose” opposite).

With Chester Race Week bringing com-
petitive one-design and big boat yachtsmen
to the region there is a great deal of weekend
racing to be had on the eastern shore of Nova
Scotia. For those who remain passionate about
reviving the schooner races of the 1920s, there
are opportunities to join one-day classes or
longer apprenticeships on the Bluenose IV
project. And, for fleet racing in a traditional
craft, the Bluenose sloop is an indigenous
craft that is a point of pride for local sailors.
After visiting this region of Nova Scotia, there
is no doubt it remains one of those hidden
gems for sailors, visitors and residents.

“Tradition is a big thing for us in Nova
Scotia, and our racing heritage has been going
on for a long time,” Maclnnis said. “We really
enjoy competitive sailing but up here it is

mostly about friendships.”
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One-design Bluenose sloops, based on
the original Bluenose, offer tough com-
petition along beautiful shorelines, left.
Lobster pots are stacked, waiting to be
filled with delicious crustaceans, above.



The return of Bluenose

n July 1, the keel will be laid for a new call their vessel the Bluenose 1V, although their choice was the
schooner, Bluenose [V, which will be built at Bluenose lI.
Snyder Shipyard in Dayspring, Nova Scotia, For regional shipbuilders, building a schooner the size and
a few miles south of Lunenburg. The 180-foot breadth of Bluenose IV will preserve traditional skills that are in
Bluenose IV will be a replica of the original danger of being lost.
Bluenose and is being spearheaded by Joan Roué, the great- “There are about five or six shipwrights still living in Nova
granddaughter of William J. Roué. She owns the copyright of Scotia that have the experience to build a schooner of this size,”
the Bluenose designs sketched by her great-grandfather. Roué said. “This is the time to do it, and the window is open now
The original Bluenose was built in 1921 and is a Canadian but it is fast closing and we are at risk of losing the skills. We
icon that is a part of the lore of the International Fishermen'’s hope this project will be a catalyst to revive an important trade.”
Cup races of the 1920s and 1930s. Built for speed, and after Further, Roué has openly challenged Americans to build
a season fishing on the Grand Banks, Bluenose promptly schooners that can race the Bluenose V. There is one that

defeated the schooner
Elsie out of Gloucester,
Massachusetts, return-
ing the trophy to Nova
Scotia. During the next
17 years of racing, amidst
some controversy, no
challenger could wrest the
International Fishermen’s
Trophy from her.

“This project may
allow us to reprise an
event like the International
Fishermen’s Cup of the
1920s and ‘30s, which
brought global recognition
to Nova Scotia. That feeling
of pride is timeless. We still
own the deed of gift, the
blueprints for the race course is now in the design stages at
and throughout the years the Boothbay Harbor Shipyard in
basics have not changed, so ™ Boothbay, Maine. And, farther south,
we feel that competing with Capt. Tom Ellis, from Gloucester,
the Bluenose IV is a viable is hoping to raise funds to have
thing,” Roué said. shipbuilder Harold Burnham build a

After WWII, the original replica of the Essex-built schooner
Bluenose was sold into the Puritan. Originally launched in 1922,
charter trade and floun- Puritan sank when she was just 101
dered off Haiti and sank in days old off Sable Island before it
1947. For the Canadians, could challenge for the Fisherman'’s

appears on the Canadian dime. Bluenose sloop No. 80, built in the

the legacy has lived on in 1940s, is being restored, top. trophy. Designed by Starling
Bluenose II, built in 1963 as its country’s floating ambassador. Burgess, Puritan is still considered to be the fastest fishing

The Bluenose Il is now more than 40 years old and in need schooner ever built. Many say it could have beaten Bluenose.
of a refit. Additionally, there is one clause that stings some “By July, we will be in full-blown construction on Bluenose 1V
sailors—it is against Canadian policy for the Bluenose Il to and financially we are on track,” Roué said, who estimates con-
ever compete in a schooner race. The name Bluenose Il is struction cost at $18 million to complete the project. “And, we
copyrighted by the Canadian government and Roué’s orga- are very aware of the legacy of the fishermen’s races. We truly
nization—the Queen of the North Atlantic Enterprises—will hope that we can race against other schooners.” --L.F.
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