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The return of Bluenose
n July 1, the keel will be laid for a new 
schooner, Bluenose IV, which will be built at 
Snyder Shipyard in Dayspring, Nova Scotia, 
a few miles south of Lunenburg. The 180-foot 
Bluenose IV will be a replica of the original 

Bluenose and is being spearheaded by Joan Roué, the great-
granddaughter of William J. Roué. She owns the copyright of 
the Bluenose designs sketched by her great-grandfather. 
 The original Bluenose was built in 1921 and is a Canadian 
icon that is a part of the lore of the International Fishermen’s 
Cup races of the 1920s and 1930s. Built for speed, and after 
a season fishing on the Grand Banks, Bluenose promptly 
defeated the schooner 
Elsie out of Gloucester, 
Massachusetts, return-
ing the trophy to Nova 
Scotia. During the next 
17 years of racing, amidst 
some controversy, no 
challenger could wrest the 
International Fishermen’s 
Trophy from her. 
 “This project may 
allow us to reprise an 
event like the International 
Fishermen’s Cup of the 
1920s and ‘30s, which 
brought global recognition 
to Nova Scotia. That feeling 
of pride is timeless. We still 
own the deed of gift, the 
blueprints for the race course 
and throughout the years the 
basics have not changed, so 
we feel that competing with 
the Bluenose IV is a viable 
thing,” Roué said. 
 After WWII, the original 
Bluenose was sold into the 
charter trade and floun-
dered off Haiti and sank in 
1947. For the Canadians, 
the legacy has lived on in 
Bluenose II, built in 1963 as its country’s floating ambassador. 
The Bluenose II is now more than 40 years old and in need 
of a refit. Additionally, there is one clause that stings some 
sailors—it is against Canadian policy for the Bluenose II to 
ever compete in a schooner race. The name Bluenose III is 
copyrighted by the Canadian government and Roué’s orga-
nization—the Queen of the North Atlantic Enterprises—will 

call their vessel the Bluenose IV, although their choice was the 
Bluenose III. 
 For regional shipbuilders, building a schooner the size and 
breadth of Bluenose IV will preserve traditional skills that are in 
danger of being lost.
 “There are about five or six shipwrights still living in Nova 
Scotia that have the experience to build a schooner of this size,” 
Roué said. “This is the time to do it, and the window is open now 
but it is fast closing and we are at risk of losing the skills.  We 
hope this project will be a catalyst to revive an important trade.”
 Further, Roué has openly challenged Americans to build 
schooners that can race the Bluenose IV. There is one that 

is now in the design stages at 
Boothbay Harbor Shipyard in 
Boothbay, Maine. And, farther south, 
Capt. Tom Ellis, from Gloucester, 
is  hoping to raise funds to have 
shipbuilder Harold Burnham build a 
replica of the Essex-built schooner 
Puritan. Originally launched in 1922, 
Puritan sank when she was just  101 
days old off Sable Island before it 
could challenge for the Fisherman’s 
trophy. Designed by Starling 

Burgess, Puritan is still considered to be the fastest fishing 
schooner ever built. Many say it could have beaten Bluenose.
 “By July, we will be in full-blown construction on Bluenose IV 
and financially we are on track,” Roué said, who estimates con-
struction cost at  $18 million to complete the project. “And, we 
are very aware of the legacy of the fishermen’s races. We truly 
hope that we can race against other schooners.”  --L.F.

The original Bluenose is so revered in Canada that its likeness  
appears on the Canadian dime. Bluenose sloop No. 80, built in the 
1940s, is being restored, top.
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